Why do Summer Reading?

The Essential Question: Why are students in English classes required to read over the summer at Luke M.
Powers Catholic High School?

Summer Reading Program Objectives:

e To help students maintain reading and writing skills over the summer and avoid summer reading
loss

e To prepare students for the next level of English curriculum and the college experience

e Toencourage students to become lifelong learners

Parents and Students of PCHS:

At Powers Catholic, we believe that it is important to foster essential reading and writing skills over the
summer to help students avoid summer reading loss, a documented and studied phenomenon often
resulting in a loss of several months on standardized reading tests. Richard Allington, a professor of
education at the University of Tennessee, compares a good summer reading program to athletic training
when he said, “Virtually all human skills and proficiencies deteriorate without practice. Imagine an athlete
who takes several months off from training. It will take weeks, if not months, of training to return to peak
performance. The same is true with readers and their reading.” (CBC Magazine: Perspectives 1). Over one
hundred years of research supports the use of summer reading programs to help students hone their
reading and writing skills.

What makes high school students successful in a summer reading program is when their parents engage in
the text with them and ask them about what they are reading. We have provided a suggested reading
schedule for each book at the regular and advanced levels of English to help facilitate time management of
reading over the summer. If parents would speak with their students about what they are reading, asking
them to summarize and discuss the text, students are more likely to remember what they read and be
prepared for class discussion when in English class.

Most colleges and universities have moved to a required summer reading list for their incoming freshman
to combat summer reading loss and to make sure their students are prepared to be avid readers from the
day they walk through their doors. Our goal is to create the same kind of atmosphere at Powers Catholic
where students learn that it is important to develop and maintain their reading and writing skills during the
summer to make the transition back into school that much smoother. They will not only be prepared for
the rigor of their chosen level of English, but they will also transition into colleges and universities much
better after they graduate from high school.

Students are encouraged to buy a copy of the books they have been assigned to read so they may
annotate. However, students may download the books onto their iPads and keep notes on what they read
on a separate tab or check the books out from the library and keep their annotations in a notebook. The
list and assignments required for each title will be posted on the Powers Catholic High School website. Any
questions should be directed to the Department Chair of the English department Stacey Turczyn
(sturczyn@powerscatholic.org).

Happy Reading!!



10™ Grade Summer Reading List

Imperfect by Jim Abbott
The Secret Life of Bees by Sue Monk Kidd
The Talent Code by Daniel Coyle

Emotional Intelligence 2.0 by Travis Bradberry & Jean Greaves

American Literature

Choose one book from the above list and be prepared to respond in writing next September.

American Literature Advanced

Choose two books from the above list and be prepared to respond in writing next September.

HH 10

Choose two books from the above list and one of the following and be prepared to respond in writing
next September:

Unbroken — The Young Adult Adaptation by Sue Hillenbrand

A World of Hurt: Between Innocence and Arrogance in Vietnam by Mary Reynolds Powell
The Invention of Wings by Sue Monk Kidd

HH10 might also be interested in reading some of the following books:

Cather, Death Comes for the Archbishop
Cather, Shadows on the Rock

Fast, April Moving

Flexner, Washington: The Indispensible Man
Fuller, The Loon Feather

Michener, The Eagle and the Raven
Stryon, The Confessions of Nat Turner
Waldo, Sacajawea

Dubois, The Souls of Black Folks

Frazier, Cold Mountain

Guthrie, The Big Sky

Jakes, The North and the South

London, The Call of the Wild



Michener, Centennial

Rolvaag, Giants in the Earth

Shaefer, Shane

Sinclair, The Jungle

Stowe, Uncle Tom’s Cabin

Washington, Up from Slavery

Wister, The Virginian

Baker, Growing Up in the Fifties

Craven, | Heard the Owl Call My Name
Hemingway, For Whom the Bell Tolls
Hemingway, The Sun Also Rises

Houston and Houston, Farewell to Manzanar
LaFarge, Laughing Boy

Lash, Eleanor and Franklin

Lewis, Main Street

Rand, Fountainhead

Smith, A Tree Grows in Brooklyn
Steinbeck, In Dubious Battle

Warren, All the King’s Men

Wouk, Winds of War

Angelou, | Know Why the Caged Bird Sings
Beals, Warriors Don’t Cry

Lee, To Kill a Mockingbird

Manchester, American Caesar

Marshall, Kristie

Miller, Canticle for Liebowitz

Miller, Plain Speaking

Nagai, The Bells of Nagasaki

Powers, Do Patent Leather Shoes Really Reflect Up?
Vonnegut, Salughterhouse Five
Woodward and Bernstein, All the President’s Men



